
The final quarter of 2006 began with a 
bang in the lovely village of Weston, Ver-
mont. This is a well-established and popu-
lar venue expertly managed by Patti Prairie. 
We applaud her tireless efforts and her 
creativity. We sold several pieces of furni-
ture, ceramics, metalware, and two silk 
embroideries. 

We added a new show to our busy sched-
ule in October at the Greenwich CT Civic 
Center, managed twice annually by B & D 
Johnson. Our “neighbors” at the show were 
a fun and interesting group and we look 
forward to returning next fall.    

It’s difficult for us to keep a 
good Windsor chair in 
stock. This beauty, from 
Rhode Island, is in old paint 
and has the distinctive pipe 
stem spindles, mahogany 
arms and pinched-in legs 
found only on Rhode Island 
Chairs. Circa 1785. 

We also have a comb-back 
armchair from Pennsyl-
vania, as well as a set of six 
painted tablet-back  side 
chairs with original decora-
tion. 
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and showed comparisons 
between floral motifs on ob-
jects and images of the ac-
tual flowers. It all proves how 
fanciful the decorators of 
18th and early 19th century 
items were! 

In April, Lee is slated to give 
his talk on “A Dealer’s Col-

lection of Windsor Chairs” 
for the Antique Collector’s 
Club in Cleveland.  

Lighting has always been one of our special-
ties. Recently we discovered this charming 
19th century  wood and iron eight light chan-
delier in old blue over the original red. This 
kind of accessory makes a room, especially 
all lit up like a Christmas tree. We believe 
this to be Scandinavian. 

sun, it has probably been 
repaired.  

If you don’t like the idea of 
biting your pottery and 
porcelain, you can also 
use a common pin. Run it 
along the surface. If it 
makes a small scratch or if 
it “pulls” there is some 
over-glazing or overpaint-
ing.  

Another method is to take a 
strong magnifying glass and go 
over every inch of the surface of 
the piece. With good light and 
strong magnification, you will see 
a difference on the surface.  

And one last trick—-try taking a 
digital photograph of the object in 
strong light and looking at it on 
the computer. Certain restora-
tions might show up that the na-
ked eye wouldn’t necessarily pick 
up.  

I know that some glazes on 
ceramics don’t show resto-
ration under a black light. 
How else can you tell if a 
dish has been repaired? 
Mrs. A.K,, Portland, Oregon 

Try biting it. Really! Gently 
tap your teeth on it. If it 
feels “hard” with no snags, 
it is probably OK. If it feels 
“soft” like a piece of hard 
candy that’s been in the 
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“Of all types of decoration 

found on antique  objects, 

the use of flowers is by far 

the most typical.”  

J. Hanes 

At the Alexandria, VA show in 
November, Joy was the fea-
tured guest speaker on a 
subject dear to her heart: “A 
Garden Tour Through the 
Decorative Arts.” Originally 
developed as a talk for gar-
den clubs, she tweaked it 
with  more specific informa-
tion on the antique pieces, 

N E W ( O L D ) A C Q U I S I T I O N S 



The speech was written 
with the assistance of 
Alexander Hamilton and 
James Madison, and dis-
cusses the importance 
of national unity, warns 
against party conflicts, 
emphasizes the value of 
religion, morality and 
education, and advises 
against “entangling alli-
ances” with foreign gov-
ernments.  

Doesn’t it sound like 

good advice! 

Though in reviewing the inci-
dents of my administration I 
am unconscious of intentional 
error. I am nevertheless too 
sensible of my defects not to 
think that I may have commit-
ted many errors whatever they 
may be. I fervently beseech 
the Almighty to avert or miti-
gate the evils to which they 
may tend. I shall also carry 
with me the hope that my 
country will never cease to 

view them with 
indulgence and 
that after forty 
five years of my 
life dedicated 
to its service 
with an upright 
zeal, the faults 
of incompetent 
abilities will be 
consigned to 
oblivious, as 
myself must 
soon be to the 
mansion of 
rest. 
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EARLY IN DECEMBER, 
WE WERE PLEASED TO 
FIND THIS RARE 
PRINTED LINEN HAND-
KERCHIEF.  IT WAS 
MADE IN GERMAN-
TOWN, PA CIRCA 1806. 
TITLED “THE EFFECT OF 
PRINCIPLE / BEHOLD 
THE MAN”  

The quote on the left 
side is worth reading. 
According to 
the text on 
the right side 
of Washing-
ton’s figure, 
it is the con-
clusion of a 
speech in 
which he vol-
untarily re-
signed from 
office as 
president af-
ter serving 
two terms. 


