
Summertime isn’t too bad for a couple of hard-working 
dealers. This summer we got to go to Marion, Massachu-
setts, which is a small town near Cape Cod on the water. 
We thought our booth looked interesting, with our usual 
array of furniture, samplers, paintings, silhouettes, metal-
ware and ceramics.          

Sales over the summer were brisk, considering most peo-
ple were thinking only of sun and surf, and we also man-
aged to find some interesting new (old) items as well. 
Among them, this nice applewood tea caddy from Eng-
land, made in the late 18th century.  

Most of our customers are 
collectors and others in the 
trade. On occasion , however, 
some of our antiques have 
found homes in museums 
around the country.  

This past summer, a scarce 
Rhode Island Windsor high-
back chair went from our living 
room to the Newport Restora-

tion Foundation. This is one of 
only three known surviving 
examples. The chairs were 
originally made for the Red-
wood Library in Newport , and 
they have several examples of 
the low-back version.  

We feel fortunate that we were 
able to enjoy this chair for 
several years before sending it 
home.  
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have to leave our booth and 
everyone had to get out of 
the building immediately. 
Apparently, someone had 
phoned in with a bomb 
threat. Lee was in the proc-
ess of selling a Toby jug to a 
collector, and he wasn’t 
about to interrupt a sale  be-
cause of a bomb scare. He 

asked the collector if he 
wanted to leave, or stay and 
complete the transaction. 
Being a die-hard collector, 
the gentleman 
of course 
chose to re-
main  and pur-
chase his 
treasure. 

We recently found a charming 
oil on canvas, not signed on 
the painting,, but with a brass 
plate that reads “C.F. Christen-
sen” and “1847” on the 
stretcher in pencil. Could this 
be a Scandinavian artist? . 

old-timer Vinny Morris, 
one of our mentors (but 
that’s another story) say-
ing that the best way to 
learn about your metal-
ware is to polish it. That 
way, you are feeling every 
inch of it.s surface. 

If your piece is lacquered, 
you can remove it your-
self. Boiling smaller items 
in water mixed with bak-
ing soda is an old method 

that works, but makes a dread-
ful mess. Instead, (and with 
heavy rubber gloves), apply 
semi=paste paint remover, wait 
ten minutes, and remove with 
very fine steel wool.  

The tiny scratches will disappear 
after hand polishing. We are 
often asked what kind of polish 
to use, and all dealers have a 
favorite. We recommend any 
good commercial polish, from 
Noxon to Simichrome, to Cape 
Cod Polish (which we sell).  

How do you remove old lac-
quer from brass?  

A.P. St. Petersburg, Florida 

We do not recommend having 
your brass and copper an-
tiques lacquered. Eventually 
the metal will tarnish under 
the lacquer, and in order to 
polish the piece, you will need 
to get the lacquer off.  

Most lovers of antiques don’t 
mind getting the polish out 
once in a while. We remember 
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He wasn’t about 
to interrupt a sale 
because of a bomb 
scare. 

Several years ago (and long 
before 9/11), we were exhib-
iting at a show in Hinsdale, 
Illinois, a suburb of Chicago. 
The show took place in a 
community center, and had 
perhaps fifty dealers alto-
gether..  

During the elegant preview, 
we were told that we would 

Early brass with an undis-
turbed patina should not be 
polished. 



neath. Research yielded no informa-
tion, but another dealer spotted it and 
told us that many years ago he had 
sold a similar one, and it was from a 
bank building in Pennsylvania. Beyond 
that, we don’t know its history, but it is 
indeed a superb casting and wonder-
ful example of the many different ways 
the American Eagle was put to use in 
the Decorative Arts. 

Also found was this puzzling cream-
ware mug with a black transfer. Collec-
tors of British pottery have no doubt 
figured out how to read this, but for 

others, it seems you have to be some-
what “in your cups” to decipher it. Try 
reading it from the bottom right, go up, 
then begin in the next column on the 

bottom, reading up, etc. 
We love British pottery 
for its sense of humor! 

Real 19th century tallow 
candles are hard to find, 
and if you do find them, 
they’re $100 each or 
more. These hand-made 
beeswax copies look just 
like the old ones and smell 
like a pine forest.  

We sell these for $12 or 10 
for $100.  

People often ask us where we buy 
antiques. The answer is “everywhere.” 
dealers and collectors of American 
country furniture and accessories are 
well-advised to make Willington An-
tiques (in Willington, CT) a regular 
destination. It’s a small group shop not 
far from Brimfield in an 18th century 
house and barn right off I-84, exit 69. 
Call Steve at 860-429-6562 for direc-
tions. He’s open daily except Monday 
year round.  

There are people who believe 
if something doesn’t cost a lot, 
it can’t be any good. But seri-
ous antiques collectors (like 
you, dear reader) will pounce 
on a good deal when they see 
one.  

For example, this pearlware 
undecorated bull-baiting 
group. Made in the late 18th 
century, and in excellent condi-
tion, we have it listed on our 
website at $895 (already a 
good buy) and are offering it 
now for $595! 
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We recently found this crisply cast iron 
plaque of an American eagle (18” 
diameter), with the date 1857 be-

Our website always has 
multiple images of each 
object, and everything is 
priced. Check it out at 
www.hanesandruskin.co
m . We are always happy 
to offer convenient terms 
to our customers. 


